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Americans  thrill  to  six  rc.c.-., -  ^  It  3. 

wall.  A  valiant  deed  Is  all  the  more  a  horo  s  not 

■damaged.-  Japanese  valor  repudiates  such  salvaging.  Ever 

safety  dovlcos  Installed  In  our  B-29- s  and  fighter  planes 

their  cry  of  ■  Cowardice.'  The  press  and  the  radio  retun 
tneir  c  jr  wna  virtue  only  in  n( 

the  thomc  over  and  over  a^aln.  There  was  virtu 

life  and  death  risks  i  preeautlons  wore  unworthy.  This  af 
feund  expression  also  In  the  case  of  the  wounded  and  of  ma 
patients.  Such  soldiers  were  damaged  goods  and  the  medics 
services  provided  were  utterly  Inadequate  even  for  reasona 
effectiveness  of  the  fighting  force,  -s  time  wont  on,  sup 
difficulties  of  all  kinds  aggravated  this  lack  of  medical 
out  that  was  not  the  whole  story.  Japanese  scorn  of  smter 
played  a  part  In  It,  her  soldiers  were  taught  that  death  1 
was  an  Interference  with  heroism  -  like  safety  devices  Ir 

ing  pianos.  Her  are  the  Japanese  used  to  such  reliance  01 
slclans  and  surgeons  In  civilian  life  as  Americans  are.  . 
. With  mercy  toward  the  damaged  rather  than  with 


PURL :  http :  //w w w. legal- tools . org/doc/c9  a3 72/ 


is  espeoloilly  hlgn  m  . - 

by  visitors  from  some  Europoon  cou 
sortalnly  oUon  to  tho  Japsnoso.  ^t 
tho  Jopanoso  army  had  no  trolnod  x 
wsundod  undor  fire  and  to  give  first  x 

Of  front  lino,  hohlnd-the-llnes  end 
Its  attention  to  medleal  suppUo 

omergenoles  the  hospitalised  .or 

and  tho  fhlllppln®.-  th 
Itlon  whore  there  was  a  1 
the  sloh  and  wounded  i 
When  the  -planned  withdrawal 
taking  plaee  or  the  enemy  was  o, 
the  modloal  officer  In  charge 
bofero  ho  loft  or  they 


welfare  measures 
often  ootnmentod  on  oven 
In  peace tl'^e.  1^ 
events,  during  tl>e  var 
teams  to  remove  the 
yiad  no  medical  system  ^ 

recuperative  hospitals 
lamentable.  In  certain 

Ellled.  Especially  In  Sow  Guinea 
often  had  to  retreat  from  a  pos 
Thure  was  no  routine  of  evacuating 
was  still  opportunity!  only 
battalion  was  actually 
was  anything  dono.  Then, 
shot  the  inmates  of  the  hospital 
themselves  with  hand 

Tf  this  attitude  of  the  Ja? 
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iH,,,..  Allied  medical  offlcera  In  the  prie 
than  the  Jananese  soldiers.  Aine 

.ie  t»  tape  care  of  their  men  «hUe  the  Japanese 
wera  able  to  taKe  cai  o  tj* 

dactors  For  a  rhlle  the  only  medical  personnel 
dldn-t  have  any  doctors.  ^  sergeant.- 

they  had  for  their  own  mon  was  a  corpora 

n;  a  Japanese  medical  officer  only  once  or  twice  a  year  • 

The  furthent  extreme  to  which  this  Japanese  theory  o  ^ 

j  AO  no-3urrond6r  policy*  7 

cpendahlllty  could  he  pushed  wa  t 

Occidental  army  v-hich  has  done  themselves 

nopeless  Odds  — :,.eement  their  names 

“  "rlo  ill  countries  so  that  their  families  smy  Anew 

are  s-mt  back  t  ^tthor  as  soldiers  or 

They  are  not  disgraced  either  as 

timlr  own  families.  Bet  the  Japanese  defined  .0 

sltuatlen  dlfforon  y.  sold'er  shculd  MU  hlm- 

.  a  hopeless  sltuatlen 

'Tlinld!  rich.  .It  he  Should  not  surrender.  Bver 
enemy  In  a  ma  ^  «as  rounded  and  unconscious,  he 

If  he  were  taken  prisoner  w  en  .  .legraced,  he 

■  oould  not  hold  up  hie  head  in  eapan 

was  -dead-  to  his  former  life. 

®  .  a.v,<q  effect,  of  course,'  but  there 

.ere  were  Army  ^ ^  .doctrlnatlon  at  the 

was  apparently  no  need  of  sped 

•  Reported  In  the  Washington  Post,  October  , 
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«.ro  «».onplao«s  to  them.  Americans  tell,  too,  of  how  rigorously 
sentries  required  that  the  prisoners  should  cover  up  evasions  of 
rules,  the  groat  crime  was  to  evade  openly.  In  oamps  where  the 
prisoners  worhod  off-bounds  on  .oads  or  Installations  during  the 
day  the  rule  that  no  food  be  brought  bacK  with  them  from  the 
countryside  was  sometimes  a  dead  letter  -  U  the  fruit  and 
vegetables  were  covered  up.  If  they  could  be  seen.  It  was  a 
flagrant  offehse  Which  meant  that  the  Americans  had  flaunts  the 
sentry- S  authority,  open  challenging  of  authority  was  torrlb 
punished  even  If  It  wore  mere  • answering  baoU  .  Jap 
are  very  strict  against  a  man-s  answering  bach  even  .  In  clvl 
life  and  their  own  army  practices  oenalUod  It  heavily,  n 
exoneration  of  the  atrocities  and  wanton  cruelties  that  did  ocqur 
in  the  prison  camps  to  distinguish  botwoon  those  and  those  ac 
which  were  tho  consequoncoso  of  cultural  habltuatlons. 

of  capture  was  reinforced  by  a  very  real  belief  amc.-g  thedapanose 

■  Chat  the  enemy  tortured  and  hilled  any  prisoners.  One  rumor  o 

bodies  of  those  capturod  on 
tanks  that  had  boon  driven  across  the  bodies 

V,  all  areas.  Somo  Japaneao  who 

Ouadaloanal  spread  through  almost  all 

4-00  wore  roRardod  with  so  much  aus 
tried  to  give  themselves  up,  too,  reg 

thavwiro  hi  Hod  os  precaution,  ana 
Dlolon  by  our  troops  that  they  w  ro 

rr,n  lustlflod.  A  Japanese  for  whom  there 
this  suspicion  was  often  Justified 

\ 
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onemy  with  him  when  he  died;  he  night  do  It  oven  alter  ne 
captured.  Hwlng  determined,  aa  one  of  them  put  It,  'to  be 
burned  on  the  altar  of  victory.  It  would  bo  a  disgrace  to  dlo 
with  no  heroic  deod  achieved.'  "^hich  possibilities  put  our 

t 

Army  on  Its  guird  and  diminished  tho  number  of  surrenders. 

The  shame  of  surrender  was  burned  deeply  Into  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  Japanese.  They  accepted  as  a  matter  of  course 
a  behavior  which  was  alien  to  our  conventions  of  warfare.  And 
ours  was  Just  as  allont  to  them.  They  spoke  with  shocked  dis¬ 
paragement  of  American  prisoners  of  -ar  who  asked  to  have  their 
names  reported,  to  their  govornmont  eo  that  tholr  families  would 
know  they  wore  alive.  Tho  rank  and  file,  at  1-  ast,  were  quite 
unprepared  for  the  surrender  of  American  trooos  at  Bataan  for 
tjhoy  had  ass;imod  that  they  would  fight  It  out  the  Japanese  way. 
And  they  could  not  accept  tho  fact  that.  Americans  had  no  shame 

In  being  prisoners  of  war.  '  .  ' 

Tho  moSt  molodromotle  dlfforenco  In  behavior  botwoon 

Westom  aoldlors  ond  the  Japanese  was  undoubtedly  tho  coopora- 
tlon  the  lattfer  gave  to  tho  AlUod  forces  as  prisoners  of  war. 
They  knew  no  rules  of  life  which  applied  In  this  now  situation; 

they  were  dishonored  and  tholr  llfo  as  Jaoanoso  was  ended.  Only 
in  tho  Inst  months  cf  tho  wor  did  more  than  n  handful^  Imagine  any 
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return  to  their  homeland*  no  matter  how  tho  war  ended.  Somo 
men  asked  to  bo  killed,  ’but  If  your  customs  do  not  permit  this, 

I  will  bo  a  model  prisoner.'  '^’hoy  wore  bettor  than  model  pri¬ 
soners.  Old  Army  hands  and  long-time  uxtromo  nationalists  located 
ammunition  dumps,  carefully  explained  the  disposition  of  Jaoanese 
forces,  wrote  our  propaganda  and  flew  with  our  bombing  pilots 
to  guide  thorn  to  military  targets,  -^t  was  as  If  they  had  turned 
over  a  n^w  page;  what  was  written  on  tho  new  page  was  tho  opposite- 
of  what  was  written  on  tho  old,  but  they  spoke  tho  linos  with  tho 

same  faithfulness. 

This  Is  of  course  not  a  dsscrlptlon  of  all  prisoners  of  war. 
aome  few  waro  Irraeonollable .  And  In  any  oosa  certain  favorablo 
conditions  had  to  ba  set  up  before  such  behavior  was  possible. 
Amorlcan  Army  commanders  were  very  understandably  hesltont  to 
aceept  Japanese  assistance  at  face  value  and  there  were  camps 
where  no  attempt  was  made  to  use  any  services  they  might  have 
given,  in  comps  whore  this  was  done,  however,  the  original  sus¬ 
picion  had  to  bo  withdrawn  and  mor)  and  more  dependence  was  placed 
on  tho  good  faith  of  tho  Jaoanoso  prisoners. 

Amerloons  had  not  expected  this  rlght-about-faco  from  pri¬ 
soner.  of  wor.  It  was  not  according  to  our  code.  But  tho  Jop- 
anoee  behaved  os  If,  having  put  everything  they  had  Into  one 
line  of  conduct  and  failed  at  It,  they,  naturally  took  up  a  dif¬ 
ferent  line,  was  It  a  way  of  acting  which  we  could  nount  on  In 
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P08t-w.r  day.  or  *as  It  bohovlor  pooullor  to  ooldlero  who  hod 
boon  indlvlduolly  oapturodt  Like  tho  other  pooullarltloa  of 
Jaoonose  behavior  which  obtruded  thomaelvoa  unon  us  during  tho 
war.  It  raised  questions  about  tho  whole  way  of  life  to  which 
they  wore  conditioned,  th.  way  tholr  Institutions  functioned  and 
the  habits  of  thought  and,  , Jtlon  thoy  had  loomed. 
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u  v,o  k  horoto  attactod.  «l«an  , 
nerouy  cartlFy  dUat  tRo 

.  j^c^lsR  W  1,  a  cook  »hlon  was  Rou^^t  la 

Xho  CRrysantha.®  «  .hanoeforth  In  '.dr  onstody 

„  4-  n  S  and  \Yhicli  had  oeen 

9.;7  at  U.o. 
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